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ing of the Zoological Society of London held on the 12th May 


last, and proposed to call it after the name of its discoverer. 

Through Mr. Salvin’s kindness, I have now the pleasure of 
giving a figure (Plate XII.) of this species, taken from the typical 
specimen, which will render it easily recognizable.  Calliste 
dowit is allied, as Mr. Salvin has stated, to C. nigriviridis of New 
Granada, but separated from it by very trenghant characters, 
such as the rufous belly, black throat, &c., which render it 
easily recognizable on comparison. Mr. Salvin states that it 
was “probably obtained from the low forest-region of the 
Atlantic slope of Costa Rica.” 


5. CALLISTE HARTLAUBI. Dacnis hartlaubi, Sclater, P. Z. S. 
1854, p.251; Callispiza hartlaubi, Cab. Journ. f. Orn. 1861, 
p. 88, from New Granada, allied to C. labradorides. 

I have already confessed the error of which I was guilty in 
classifying this bird as a Dacnis (see anted, p. 312), and Dr. Ca- 
banis has pointed out the same in his ‘ Journal f. Ornithologie,’ 
l. c. The only examples yet recognized of this species appear to be 
those in the Bremen and Berlin collections. 


XXXIX.—Notes of a Second Visit to Madagascar. 
By Epwarp Newron, M.A., C.M.Z.S. 
(Plate XIII.) 
[Continued from page 350. | 

45. Coracopsis nigra (Linneus). 

“< Buoaz.” 

I believe I saw several of this species at Chasmanna, but did 
not obtain a specimen ; they were chasing one another about the 
tops of the tallest trees, at least one hundred feet in height. A 
good many were for sale at Tamatave when we first arrived. I 
did not meet with the larger species, C. vasa. 


A6. Poliopsitta cana (Gmelin). 
Vast numbers are brought over yearly to Mauritius. 


47. Centropus tolu (Linneus). 
«< Tooloo.” 
More abundant in the neighbourhood of Tamatave and Foule 
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Point than at Fenerive. Its hollow cry of “ Bop, bop, bop, 
bop,” repeated perhaps twenty times, and becoming lower, 
slower, and more hollow as it draws to a close, is exceedingly 
curious, and it is difficult to tell whether it proceeds from a 
bush close at hand or from some place half a mile off. The 
bird is almost solitary in its habits, and more than a pair are 
seldom seen in company, the male occupying a conspicuous 
place on the top of some thicket, while his partner is concealed 
within. They appear to feed amongst the branches of bushes, 
and, as far as my experience goes, not on the ground. 


48. Coua cerulea (Linnzus). 

“ Tashu.” 

I only met with it at Chasmanna, where it is tolerably com- 
mon, near the edge of the forest ; its note is harsh, and its name 
“ Tashu” nearly expresses it. One I wounded in the wing was 
very active and cunning, climbing like a Parrot, with the help of 
its beak, from the ground into the thickest part of the clump of 
bushes in which it fell, and there concealing itself. The stomachs 
of those I examined were fill with the gum or resin of some 
tree. The flesh is particularly fat and greasy. 

In the female the iris is dark brown, skin round the eye co- 


balt-blue, beak and legs black. 


49. Cucurus rocr, Hartlaub, P. Z. S. 1862, p. 224. 

“ Kankarfotra” (figuratively, “ noisy, clamorous,” Freeman’s 
Malagasy Dictionary). 

Heard several times at Chasmanna; its note much like that 
of C. canorus with a bad cold. A female killed on the 2nd 
October would, I think, soon have bred. In this specimen the 
iris was orange-yellow, beak black, with base of lower mandible 
yellowish ; gape, skin round the eye, legs, and feet yellow ; claws 
dusky, except those of the halluces, which are yellowish flesh- 
colour. 


50. Leptosomus afer (Gmelin). 

« Vorondreo ” (Freeman says, “ the name of a bird supposed 
to carry a philter with it”). 

Seen all along the coast. 

Iris and beak dark brown ; legs brown in front, behind orange, 
soles orange. 
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51. Vinago australis (Linnzus). 

«“ Foningo.” 

As far as I could discover, the same native name is applied to 
all the Columbide indiscriminately, contrary to what appears to 
be generally the case with birds in Madagascar. This species 
was particularly numerous up the Fargandrafrah, generally 
feeding, in flocks of from six to ten individuals, on the fruit of 
a species of Ficus. Their flight is slow and heavy for Pigeons. 

Iris light blue ; beak horn-colour, basal half lake-pink ; legs, 
feet, and claws yellow. There appears to be no distinction 
between the colours of the sexes. 


52. Turtur picturatus (Temminck). 

“ Foningo.” 

I did not meet with this bird elsewhere than on the coast. 

Iris yellowish brown ; beak pinkish horn-colour ; nostrils and 
skin round the eye and feet lake-red. 


53. Numida tearata, Bonaparte. 
I saw one or two up the Fargandrafrah, and one near Soaman- 
drikazay. 


54. Margaroperdix striata. 

«< Tro-tro” (its call when disturbed). 

Common wherever rice has been planted. I once found 
seven in a small patch not above two acres in extent, but they 
did not get up together. Many are snared, and sent over here 
alive; some of them have been turned out, but I do not think 
they increase. They are very dry, tasteless birds, and without 
any flavour of game. 


55. CoTURNIX COMMUNIS, Bonnaterre. 

I am indebted to Mr. Caldwell for a skin of this species. It 
was brought to him alive, along with a few more, at Antanana- 
rivo, where it was said not to be uncommon. The specimen thus 
obtained (an old male) differs from European examples in being 
much more highly coloured. * 


56. Turnix nigricollis (Gmelin). 
“ Kibo.” 
Frequents dry long grass, lies very close, not getting up till 
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almost trodden on: in flight it resembles a Crake more than a 
Quail ; and it may be remarked that the structure of the sternum 
is somewhat Rail-like. 

In the male the iris is very light yellow*, beak bluish grey, 
legs greyish brown, claws yellowish. 

57. Glareola geoffroyi, Pucheran. 

«“ Veko-veko” (so called from its cry). 

It. was not until the 24th September that I met with the 
Pratincoles. Previously to this time I had passed the spot to 
the north of Tamatave, where Dr. Roch, in November of the 
preceding year, had found them (anied, p. 169), without see- 
ing one; and my belief is that they had not then arrived on 
this part of the coast. From their appearance when I saw them 
near Hivondrona, the end of September, I have no doubt they 
would shortly have bred. | 

In the male the iris is brown, beak black, base vermilion, 
claws reddish brown. 

58. Charadrius geoffroyi, Wagler. 

On the 9th September, one specimen from a flock of about a 
dozen was killed by Mr. Maule on the sands between the village 
of Hivondrona and the mouth of the river of the same name. 


59. Charadrius tenellus, Hartlaub. 

“ Kiboranto ” (“ the little thing by the water”). 

Tolerably common near the mouth of the Hivondrona, and on 
the sands near Foule Point. 

In a young male the iris was brown, beak black, legs yellowish. 
In a female, apparently adult, the legs were lead-colour. 


60. Strepsilas interpres (Linnzus). 
Seen on the sands at Hivondrona on the 9th September, and 
on the sea-shore near Foule Point on the 16th. 


61. Ardea purpurea, Linnzus. 

“< Langorovalafa.” 

Not uncommon, and tame. 

Iris yellow; beak and cere greyish yellow ; upper mandible 
dusky; legs in front dark brown, behind yellowish. 


* Dr. Roch says (anted, p. 169), “ Iris black.” He probably examined 
a female. 
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62. Ardea (?), sp. indet. | 


On more than one occasion I saw a large white Heron, about 
the same size as the preceding species, but never got a shot at 


one. 


63. Ardea bubulcus, Savigny. 

« Voron-ombi” (Cattle-Bird), “ Voron-fotsy ” (White Bird), 
also “ Voron-kongh” (pronounced “ Voron-coonche”). 

These birds, Í was told, never breed elsewhere than on the 
small coral islands, covered with thick brushwood, which occur 
every here and there on the reef along the coast. They certainly 
roost there, as towards sunset, and even after, parties of from 
two to twenty individuals are to be seen wending their way out 
to sea in the direction of one or other of these islands. 

Fong Island to the southward of Hivondrona, Prune Island 
to the northward of Tamatave, and a small one near Fenerive 
seem to be the favourite spots resorted to by them. The first- 
named must be at least eight or ten miles from the coast. I 
never had an opportunity of visiting any of them—no easy task, 
by the way, on account of the heavy swell, which makes landing 
dangerous, and sometimes impossible. I think they were breed- 
ing in September. 

Iris and beak light yellow; legs greenish yellow (in the 
younger birds they are brown) ; toes brown. 


64. Ardea comata, Pallas. 

On the 26th September we saw a pair of these birds as we 
were ascending the Fargandrafrah, and I obtained one, a female. 
The eggs in its ovary were large. 

Iris yellow; beak horn-colour; naked skin between the eye 
and the beak yellowish ; skin round eye, base of lower mandible, 
and legs greenish yellow. 


65. Ardea atricapilla, Afzelius. 

“ Tambakoratsy ” (literally, “ bad tobacco,” so called as the 
bird is not eaten and is considered worthless). 

Not uncommon on the Hivondrona. 

Iris of two circles, the inner yellow, and the outer red ; upper 
mandible black, lower greenish yellow ; a yellow stripe from the 
eye towards the nostrils. 
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66. Ardea podiceps (Bonaparte). 
The only specimen I saw was killed by Mr. Maule near Soa- 
mandrikazay, on the 24th September. 


67. Lophotibis cristata (Gmelin). 

Probably migratory on this part of the coast, as by the mid- 
dle of September it had not arrived in the neighbourhood of 
Foule Point, at which place Dr. Roch had found it in November 
of the preceding year (anted, p. 171). 

Capt. Anson killed one near Tranomaro, a few miles to the 
southward of Hivondrona, in the beginning of October. 


68. (?) Numenius madagascariensis, Lichtenstein. 

On the 9th September, on the sands near the mouth of the 
Hivondrona, I saw two birds of this genus, which appeared to 
me to be larger than, and the note to differ from that of the 
Whimbrels. They were very wild, and I was unable to get a 
shot at them. 


69. Numenius pheopus (Linneus). 

Met with along the coast. I feel pretty sure that, in Sep- 
tember, when most of the other Grallatorial birds were breeding, 
these were not. lt has been a marvel to me for some time, 
when or where those we have at Mauritius breed. They are 
usually more plentiful in our summer months, from November 
to February, but they occur throughout the year. Those killed 
in July do not show the slightest trace of having just bred or 
of being about to do so. 


70. Tringotdes hypoleucus (Linneus). 

“ Kiboranto.” 

Common on the Hivondrona and up the coast. The speci- 
mens obtained appeared to be all young birds. In Mauritius I 
have met with it from September to April only; they therefore 
probably go northward to breed. 


71. Rhynchea capensis (Linneus). 

“ Rav-rav.” 

I killed one of two young birds at Soamandrikazay on the 
24th September ; it was just able to fly, and must have been 
hatched in the immediate neighbourhood. 
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To Mr. Caldwell I am indebted for an egg of this species, 


extracted from a bird snared near Antananarivo, on her nest, 
which contained one other egg. 

The egg is of a pale greenish stone-colour, blotched with dark 
ash-grey, overlaid with irregular patches and spots of black. 
The long diameter is 1°46 inch, the short diameter 1:01 inch. 


72. Parra albinucha, Is. Geoffroy. 

“ Voron-tsaranongy” (meaning, I believe, “the bird which 
struts grandly”). 

I shot a pair of these birds on a small pool covered with water- 
lilies, on which they were walking, near Fenerive. I can con- 
firm Dr. Roch’s statement (anted, p. 179), that they are regarded 
in some places with superstitious feelings, but I could not learn 
why. 

The bill and frontal plate are bright lead-colour. 


73. ‘Rougetius bernieri, Pucheran. 

<< Chicosa.” 

To be heard every night on the Hivondrona. Its whistle is 
so like a Stone Curlew’s, that I was some time before I satisfied 
myself that I was not listening to some species of Œdicnemus. 


74. Porzana pygmea (Naumann). 

“ Mena-mazo” (“red eye”) 

I am indebted to Mr. Caldwell for an example of this species 
obtained by him at Antananarivo. Iris red. 


_ 75. GALLINULA PYRRHORRHOA, A. Newton, Proc. Zool. Soc. 
1861, p. 19. 

“ Whaytik.” 

To Mr. Caldwell I am indebted for skins of this species also, 
obtained near Tamatave. I never met with it myself, though I 
believe it is not uncommon. 


- 76. PoRPHYRIO ALLENI, Thomson, Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist. 
x. p. 204. 

“ Hisetrikia.” 

On 9th September I killed a specimen of this beautiful spe- 
cies in some bullrushes near the mouth of the Hivondrona. 
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The colours of the beak, frontal plate, and legs were exceedingly 
bright when the bird was fresh. 
Iris red ; frontal plate pea-green ; beak and legs bright scarlet. 


yf. Fulica cristata, Gmelin. 

“ Oetrikia.” 

Mr. Caldwell obtained specimens of this spgcics near the ca- 
pital, where it is common. 


78. Phenicopterus ? sp. indet. | 
I was told by a trader of Foule Point that a Flamingo was 
killed there some five years previously. 


79. Nettapus auritus (Boddaert). 

“ Voroncoua.” 

I met with it at Fenerive. In the adult male the iris is dark 
brown, bill bright yellow, nail black, feet black. In a younger 
specimen the bill was only yellowish, and the hinder part of the 
tarsi and outer edge of the outer toes the same. Unlike most 
other Ducks, the trachea of the male in this species is of a very 
simple form, there being scarcely any enlargement whatever at 
the lower extremity. 


80. Dendrocygna viduata (Linneus). 

“ Tsiri-tsiri,” on the coast. 

Thisis the only species of Duck I have seen wild in Mauritius ; 
but here it has been undoubtedly introduced, large guantities 
being brought over alive from Madagascar in nearly every bul- 
lock-ship. In its habits, when kept in confinement, this and 
D. arcuata are far more domestic than any other Ducks with 
which I am acguainted. Long after their wings are grown (the 
feathers having been pulled out), they will remain im the little 
yards in which they have been confined, even though they be 
in the middle of the town of Port Louis,—a very small pond, the 
society of domestic Ducks and Geese, and, I presume, regular 
meals being apparently sufficient causes to make them remain. 
Occasionally they will take a short flight in the evening, but re- 
turn before the next day. This practice they will continue for 
months, and it is only the desire for a more quiet spot for nest- 
ing that induces them to forsake their guarters. 

JW 
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81. DENDROCYGNA ARCUATA (Cuvier). 

Not nearly so common on the coast as the last ; but numbers 
are caught alive on a marsh about sixty miles to the north-west 
of Tamatave. I believe they are all snared. They are brought 
to Mauritius in larger quantities, perhaps, than D. viduata, and 
when here have the same opportunities of escaping; but I never 
saw or heard of a wild one. 


. 82. Podiceps pelzelni, Hartlaub. 
V iyya 
Obtained by Mr. Caldwell near Antananarivo. 


83. Sterna velox, Rüppell. 

This species was very common at Tamatave and near the 
mouth of the Hivondrona river, at the beginning of September ; 
it had disappeared before the middle of the month. Iris brown ; 
beak greenish yellow ; legs and feet black ; under surface of toes 
flesh-colour. 


84. STERNA MELANORHYNCHA, Gould, Birds of Australia, 
vii. pl. 26 (°). 

Mr. Caldwell obtained a specimen of this little Tern at Tama- 
tave on the 6th July *. 


85. Anous (?) ? sp. indet. 

Three young Noddies were brought to Mr. Maule; he was told 
they had been taken at Isle aux Prunes, off the roadstead of Ta- 
matave : as they could not have flown, they must have been bred 
there]. 


* This specimen appears to be identical with the species above-named, 
though it differs in having the forehead entirely black, and the base of the 
bill orange-red. Itis probably in breeding-plumage, while all Mr. Gould’s 
examples were obtained in winter.—EÊp. 

T The example sent is guite immature, so much so that it seems doubtful 
whether it is a true Anous.—Ep. 

t I may here mention that, last month, Capt. L’Estrange, R.A., found a 
young Noddy, just hatched, and a couple of broken egg-shells, on the sea- 
shore, close to Fort William, on the south-west side of the harbour of 
Port Louis. Carriages and people were constantly passing over the ground, 
and the bird appeared to have been trodden on. It is singular, in such a 
public place, the egg was ever hatched. 


Mr. E. Newton’s Second Visit to Madagascar. 461 


86. Halieus ? sp. indet. 

I saw a pair of Cormorants on the small river at Vodotra, 
about five or six miles to the northward of Tamatave, both on 
going to and returning from Fenerive. I did not get a shot at 
them. 

87. Prorus —? sp. indet. 

On a lake (an artificial one, I believe) near Fenerive I saw what 
I am certain was a Darter; he was generally perched on the top 
of a dead tree in the water, long out of shot. Unfortunately there 
was no canoe on the lake; and as I had not time to get one car- 
ried there, I had to leave him, sitting with his wings extended to 
catch the last rays of the setting sun, and his long, fine, snake-like 
neck and head stretched out; but I trust some day to become on 
closer terms of intimacy with him. | 

I cannot conclude these notes without expressing my thanks 
to Mr. Ferdinand Fiche, of Soamandrikazay, not only for the 
hospitable reception he accorded us and the means he put at our 
disposal for furthering our wishes, but also for the valuable as- 
sistance he gave me in ascertaining the native names of various 
birds. No one who has not tried knows how difficult it is for 
one totally ignorant of such a language as Malagasy to render 
accurately in writing the sounds conveyed by a native, who is 
unable to read or write, and whose pronunciation is probably 
not pure, but only that of a patois. Mr. Fiche very kindly wrote 
in my note-book the native names of most of the birds obtained. 

[ Note.—Mr. Hewitson has been so obliging as to execute, 
at considerable inconvenience to himself, the annexed plate 
(Plate XIII.), representing some of the eggs obtained by Mr. E. 
Newton on his second visit to Madagascar. The species thus 
figured, all it is believed for the first time, are— 


Fig. 1. Nectarinia souimanga. 


Fig. 2. Pratincola sibylla. 
Fig. 3. Calamoherpe newteni (sp. nov.). 
Fig. 4. Gervaisia albospecularis. 


Fig. 6. Ellisia typica. 
Fig. 7. Dicrurus forficatus. 


2 
3 
4 
Fig. 5. Hypsipetes ourovang. 
ig. 6 
7 
Fig. 8. Caprimulgus madagascariensis. —Enp.] 


